AN ORDINANCE REGARDING PUBLIC COMMENT AND QUESTIONS AT MEETINGS OF TOWN BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES

BE IT ORDAINED BY THIS TOWN MEETING:

SECTION 1 -  PURPOSE. 

The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for public comment and questions at regular meetings of public agencies (as defined in Section 1-200(1) of the Connecticut General Statutes) of the Town of Preston (hereinafter “Agency”).

SECTION 2 – PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT AND QUESTIONS

A. Unless otherwise provided herein, all Agencies will provide for comment and questions from the public at each of its regular meetings. The agenda for each regular meeting shall include an item for comment and questions from the public.
B. In an effort to provide public notice as to the topic of the comment or question, anyone wishing to address the Agency is encouraged to contact the chairperson of the Agency to request to have his/her issue added to the meeting agenda.

C. The Agency may limit or delete the public comment and question item from its agenda from time to time.  If the public comment and question item is limited or deleted before the agenda for the meeting is posted, the reason for limiting or deleting public comment and questions shall be identified in the agenda when it is posted.  If the public comment and question item is limited or deleted at the meeting, the reason for limiting or deleting public comment and questions shall be identified and included in the minutes of the meeting.
D. The Agency shall make reasonable efforts to provide at least fifteen minutes for public comment and questions.
E. The chairperson of the Agency, or in the absence of the chairperson the person moderating the meeting, may end the question and comment period at any time.

F. If the Agency determines that a comment or question is of such public interest that public notice should be provided, the issue will be included as an agenda item for a future meeting.

G. The chairperson of the Agency, or in the absence of the chairperson the person moderating the meeting, may limit the amount of time a person is allowed to speak.

H. On matters covered by this ordinance, upon a majority vote of the Agency, the Agency may overrule the chairperson of the Agency, or in the absence of the chairperson the person moderating the meeting.

I. To the extent allowed by law, the chairperson of the Agency, or in the absence of the chairperson the person moderating the meeting, may limit comments or questions to residents and/or taxpayers of the Town of Preston.

J. Proper decorum and conduct shall be required of all persons attending Agency meetings.

K. Comments and questions will not be permitted on matters exempt from public discussion pursuant to the Connecticut Freedom of Information Act.
L. Persons wishing to comment or ask a question shall:
i. Speak only when recognized by the chairperson of the Agency, or in the absence of the chairperson the person moderating the meeting.
ii. Direct all comments and questions through the chairperson of the Agency, or in the absence of the chairperson the person moderating the meeting.

iii. Make one comment or ask one question, until all other persons wishing to speak have had an opportunity to make one comment or ask one question, before addressing the Agency again.

SECTION 3 – EXCEPTIONS
This ordinance shall not apply when, in the determination of the Agency, it conflicts with provisions of the Connecticut General Statutes governing public hearings, public comment or questions concerning matters before the Agency.
SECTION 4 – SUMMARY PUBLICATION OF ADOPTION

Upon the adoption of this ordinance, a summary of the ordinance shall be published in lieu of the complete text of the ordinance.
